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Appendix A - Correspondence and Comments 

COMMENTS FROM MIKE BUTLER 

Re:  Transmission line upgrade for Ocoee #2 and Ocoee #3 

Janan Hay, 
The Tennessee Wildlife Federation requests that TVA and CNF personnel provide a 
detailed examination of Alternative 1 within the analysis of work being proposed for new  
transmission lines for Ocoee #2 and #3.  Your document of March 20, 2006 states "TVA 
and CNF determined that the first two alternatives would not meet the purpose and need as 
explained below and therefore will not be analyzed in detail."  If this is true, then we must 
ask why was Alternative 1 created at all. 

We believe, that while Alternative 1 is likely a more difficult and possibly expensive 
alternative to implement, it may be the most appropriate alternative to consider in this 
instance.  The preferred alternative of cutting a permanent 100 foot by 4.6 mile easement 
across the national forest should be compared to this alternative within the objectives of the 
current Cherokee plan. 

While the permanent early successional habitat created by such a right of way is desirable, 
given the lack of management over the whole of the Cherokee, we still believe a detailed 
analysis and consideration of Alternative 1 should be provided to the public. 

Should TVA and CNF continue moving forward and deny our request, the Tennessee 
Wildlife Federation will declare its support for Alternative 1, and will work to see it 
implemented.  Ideally, we would like to have an expanded alternative 1 to compare to the 
other alternatives - including the preferred alternative, in order to be able to make an 
informed decision as to which alternative might serve wildlife and the public interest best. 

Thanks for your consideration of our request. 

Sincerely,

Michael A. Butler 
Executive Director 
Tennessee Wildlife Federation 
300 Orlando Avenue, Suite 200 
Nashville, TN  37209 
615.353.1133 ext. 13 
mabutler@tnwf.org
emailed on 03/27/2006 
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